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“How was your earthquake?” The question always
gets a small chuckle out of people, and then, a kind of
strange silence. Because really, how can you explain it?
Scary? Terrifying? For me, it was somewhere between
a roller-coaster, and a kind of unreal B-grade movie that

- j no-one could possibly take seriously: one minute I was

'TIM HAVILL-AUSTIN ' sitting at my desk, the next, everything was moving:

The roller-coaster. The following few hours were

completely surreal: The B-grade movie. No-one would pay to see this movie was what I kept
thinking. I walked home, alone, with no realization of the wider consequences of that shaky
day. My fiction was shattered, however, when after I arrived home and I turned on my TV, to
scenes of horror and destruction engulfing so many. But it was only a movie, right? This
could never happen to us. A few hours later, I was interviewed 3 times by the New Zealand
media. [ appeared in the lead story on both TV news channels in New Zealand, as well as the
main newspaper. No one would watch this movie, I kept thinking to myself.
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