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Hello everyone at Azalea!
Many students met me as a pinch hitter last month. Now, by

luck, I am a full time teacher with Azalea. I have been teaching

& living in Japan for over 20 years. My training has been with

mainly *IIEEC, which was the course I took privately with

Nakata-san of the MAT Method/Let's Go series in 1999. I have

taken two refresher classes & other seminars with IIEEC since
then. I was the first foreign teacher to complete this course at IIEEC. It changed my life
1n teachmg . (*M Institute for the International English Education for Children)

I was born in Philadelphia, Pa.. In high school I played football & ran track for 4 years.
After school, I served in the US Navy. My diesel submarine is now a museum in Portland,
Oregon. I attended University at Clackamas CC & Portland State University. I studied
Business. I was a member of the Track & Field team competing in the 800 & 1500
meter events. I also ran Cross Country. I was a member of the Speech team for two
years. One of my hobbies during college was bicycle touring. My trips included England
& Ireland; West coast USA; trans-USA; and Western Europe. After my school time, I
worked for Xerox Corporation as a salesman. Looking for new adventures I came to
Japan. And here I remain! My family includes my wife, Akemi, & two sons, Taro &
Kento. We live in Funabashi. #mf Edward O'Coyne
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